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International Persuation for Internal 


THE 48th Sessions of the UN 

- Commission on Human Rights in 
February failed to reach consensus on 
a resolution on Sri Lanka or 
appointing a Special Rapporteur 
despite a critical report by the 
Working Group on Enforced or 
Involuntary Disappearances and 
forceful representations by non- 
governmental agencies. The Sri 
Lankan government pre-empting any 
censure by the Commission extended 
an invitation to the Working Group 
to visit Sri Lanka again to ‘evaluate 
the progress of the implementation of 
the recommendations of the Working 
Group’. 


However, the Chairman of the 
Commission in his statement said that 
the Commission was seriously 
concerned over the human rights 
situation in Sri Lanka, particularly the 
large number of disappearances 
recorded by the Working Group and 
urged the Sri Lankan government to 
pursue a negotiated political solution 
with all parties, based on the 
principles of respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, leading to 
a durable peace in the north and east 
of the country. 


Early in February the Paris Aid 
Group pledged Sri Lanka US $825 
million in aid with a watered down 
statement on human rights. Prime 
Minister D B Wijetunge returned 
triumphantly to Sri Lanka and 
declared that aid had been won after 
vanquishing enemies within and 
outside the country. He was referring 
to those untiring human rights 
activists who continue their work in 
dangerous and harsh circumstances. 
Number of countries in the Aid 
Group had earlier shown interest in 
the promotion of human rights in Sri 
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Peace 


Lanka and some even have expressed 
willingness to become involved in 
negotiations between the Sri Lankan 
government and the Tamils. But by 
failing to link aid with human rights 
the Aid Group countries lost an 
important opportunity to bring Sri 
Lanka into the human rights fold 
which would eventually pave way for a 
peaceful solution. These countries 
seem to believe that certain measures 
taken by the Sri Lankan government, 
such as the admission into the country 
of Amnesty International and the 
Working Group on Disappearances, 
are indications that the human rights 
situation is improving and the 
government should be encouraged. 
Such encouragement has killed over 
75,000 Sri Lankans in the last ten 
years. 


Britain is one of the countries in 
the Aid Group which has had close 
relations with Sri Lanka. Home Office 
Minister Marx Lennox-Boyd 
answering a question raised in the 
British House of Commons by Liberal 
Party leader David Steel on 26 July 
1990 whether the British government 
would make representations to the Sri 
Lankan government to accept a 
ceasefire and return to negotiations 
with mediation by the UN, said that 
the LTTE had twice rejected ceasefire 
proposals of the Sri Lankan 
government and in the circumstances 
representations would not be 
appropriate. 


In the House of Lords, the Lord 
Bishop of Ripon referred on 23 
January 1991 to the 35 year-old 
struggle by the Sri Lankan Tamils for 
the integrity of the Tamil Homeland, 
substantial autonomy for the Tamil 
region and equal rights for the Tamil 
language and urged that all possible 


pressure should be brought to bear on 
the Sri Lankan government to pursue 
a political solution. Baroness 
Ewart-Biggs spoke of the effect the 
conflict was having on the population, 
particularly the children, and the 
social] amenities and Lord Avebury 
welcomed a mediatory role for the 
Commonwealth. 


When asked by Tom Cox MP in the 
House of Commons on 22 January 
1992 about the economic blockade of 
the north, Mr Lennox-Boyd said that 
Britain had made representations to 
the Srt Lankan government but the 
LTTE had created difficulties for food 
shipments. When the question of 
economic blockade of the north was 
Taised again by Tom Cox MP on 10 
February 1992, Mr Lennox-Boyd said 
that Britain withdrew £3 milion aid in 
1991 to emphasise concern over 
human rights and imposed various 
measurés on the Sri Lankan 
government as a result of British high 
commissioner David Gladstone’s 
expulsion-from Sri Lanka. 

The position of Britain as stated 
throughout by Mr Lennox-Boyd has 
been that the problem facing any 
attempt to find a solution to the Sri 
Lankan problem was LTTE’s 
intransigence and its deeply 
entrenched demand for an indepen- 
dent state of Eelam. The LTTE has 
now made it clear that it is rcady fOr 
negotiations and had even invited 
cabinet Minister S Thondaman to - 
Jaffna for talks. The government has 
prevented Mr Thondaman from 
visiting Jaffna to pursue peace and 
President Premadasa has stated that 
individual efforts will not bring about 
peace. 


In a statement issued on 3 February 
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the LTTE say that they have taken 
note of the September 1991 report of 
the Amnesty International and the 
report of the Working Group as well 
as the concerns of NGOs over human 
rights. The statement adds that 
adequate law enforcement machinery 
has been put in place, prisons have 
been established and prisoners will be 
treated humanly and permitted visits 
by relatives. A police force also has 
been established by the LTTE. The 
statement says that permanent courts 
and tribunals for administration of 
justice are being set up and the rule of 
law will be secured in the Tamil 
Homeland. The LTTE has pledged to 
abide by the Geneva Conventions 
relating to armed conflicts and its 
Additional Protocols. 


However, recent statements by a 
foreign office spokesman seems to 
indicate a change in Britain’s position. 
It appears that Britain would not urge 
the Sri Lankan government to accept 
LTTE’s offer despite the fact that it is 
the Sri Lankan government which is 
intransigent and is bent on a military 
solution at the cost of thousands of 
lives. 


If peace is to be truely pursued 
without political considerations 
friendly nations must be more forceful 
in their efforts. The Sri Lankan 
situation has deteriorated to such an 
extent external pressure is essential 
and Britain as a long friend of the 
people of Sri Lanka must play a 
leading role¢ 


Privatisation of Plantations 
Demanded 


AROUND 400 tea estates currently 
managed by state corporations the 
Janatha Estates Development Board 
(JEDB) and the Sri Lanka State 
Plantations Corporations (SLSPC) are 
to be handed over to 22 private 
companies. Privatisation of the 
plantation sector is a condition of the 
World Bank for granting aid. A 
number of local and foreign 
companies are competing to take over 
these plantations. Some private 
companies have already had 
discussions with estate trade union . 
laeders and have requested for 
co-operation in achieving profits. The 
Companies assured the workers that 
practices under the Corporations 
relating to employment and industrial 
disputes will continue. 


Plantation trade unions are divided 
on the issue of privatisation. The two 
large trade unions the Ceylon 
Workers Congress (CWC) and the 
Lanka Jathika Estate Workers Union 
(LJEWUV) support the government 
move. CWC president and Cabinet 
Minster S Thondaman points out that 
the plantations are incurring heavy 
losses and privatisation would 
improve the situation under better 
management. Unions of the Joint 
Committee of Plantation Trade 


Unions (JCPTU) oppose privatisation 
and plan strike action. The JCPTU 
says large number of workers will be 
made redundant as a result of 
privatisation and the workers may 
have to fargo many of the rights 
obtained after decades of struggle. 


‘They estimate that 40% of the 4,000 


staff grade and 200,000 workers will 
lose employment. Reports say the 
World Bank also has demanded the 
repeal of the Termination of 
Employment Act. 


The plantation workers wcre 
subject to severe harassment and 
violence when the estates were 
nationalised in two stages in 1972 and 
1975. Many were literally thrown out 
of the estates. The corporations and 
the cooperatives which took over the 
estates subsequently failed to pay the 
wages earned by the workers before 
nationalisation. Many workers 
repatriated to India under the 
Indo-Ceylon Agreement had to leave 
the country with payment of their 
dues in the chaos that ensued the 
state take over of the plantations. The 
whee} has turned a full round and the 
plantation workers will once again be 
transferréd to other hands. What fate 
awaits them, God only knows! 





Situation Report 





Trial Curfew in the 
North 


The 72-hour curfew imposed by the 
Security forces on Jaffna in February 
was meant to observe the psychologi- 
cal effect on the people, a military 
spokesman said. It was also meant to 
ascertain what strategies the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
adopt in preparation for of the Jaffna 
peninsula defence in case of a military 
offensive by the army and to observe 
their strongholds for prospective 
targetting. In any event, the attack 
would eventually follow, he said¢ 


Conscientious Objectors 


Nearly 3,000 military personnel who 
decided against continuing to fight 
the LTTE have deserted the army, 
according to reports. The military 
high command is now making efforts 
to trace them. 


Meanwhile, Lt Gen. Cecil 
Waidyaratne the new army Comander 
has raised concern over lack of 
training for new recruits who were 
sent to the battle fronts in the 
North-East. Reports suggest that 
many of these new recruits have 
shown reluctance to face the Tigers¢ 


Edge of Survival 


Thousands of people leave the 
Jaffna peninsula every day by foot and 
bicycle to the government controlled 
Vavuniya town in the mainland to buy 
whatever the army allows them take 
back. The procession reveals the 
desperation of people on the edge of 
survival. * 


Even this meagre supply route is 
often closed by frequent curfews and 
military operations¢ 


een 
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Tamils Relieved of 
Valuables 


Tamils who fled the hazards of war 
in their homeland and living in 
congested quarters in Colombo were 
subject to raids by bogus CID men 
who relieved them of jewellery and 
other valuables. The reports also 
suggest that groups of armed men 
were also involved in harassing people 
for money¢ 





Buddhist Monks to Visit 
Jaffna 


A team of Buddhist monks have 
expressed desire to visit the Jaffna 
peninsula. They have requested the 
ICRC to make transport arrange- 
ments for them to go to Jaffna. 
Reports say that the LTTE has also 
been informed of the intention of the 
monks. Earlier LTTE had announced 
that they were ready to receive a 
delegation of the Buddhist Clergy in 
Jaffna. Balapitiya Siddhartha Maha 
Nayake Thero of Amarapura 
Mahanikaya is expected to lead the 
delegation¢ 





The State of 
Thiruketheeswaram 
Temple 


The famed ancient historic Hindu 
temple at Thiruketheeswaram was 
attacked by the Portuguese in the 17th 
century. After restoration work over 
the years, it has suffered a similar fate 
recently, said Joseph Pararajasingham 
MP in Parliament. This temple was 
attacked by the army stationed at 
Thallady in Mannar District in August 
1990. In April 1991 the army occupied 
the temple and has converted the 
premises into an army camp with no 
one being allowed to approach it 
within 3 miles. The trustees appealed 
to President Premadasa and inspected 
the premises in the company of the 
police. The temple doors were broken 
and valuable offerings such as 
jewellery were missing. Temple brass 
lamps and other effects too had 
disappeared¢ 


TIC ACCESSION LIST 


A Selection of documents received by TIC in February 1992 





SHR 650 


LTTE Secure Rule of Law in Tamil 
Homeland. London: International 
Secretariat, Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam, 18 Feb.1992. 

2p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Human Right s Violations / 
Tamil Homeland / Police Force. 


SHR 649 


Vidutalaiyin Kaithikal. (Text in 
Tamil). London: Sananayakathtukkum 
manithaurimaikalukkumana 
Tamilarkal. 

16p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Human Rights Violations / 
LTTE / Detention / Torture 


SHR 64] 


Press Release: Sri Lanka Aid Group 
Meeting. USA: World Bank. 
2p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Humarp Rights / Economic 
Development / NGOs / Aid 


SHR 640 


Report by the Canadian Human 
Rights Mission to Sri Lanka, 1992. 
37p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Human Rights / Detention / 


NGOs / Overseas Development Assistance / 
Refugees / Recommendations. 


GFL 237 


Gowry 

Agathi: a poem. Canada: Social 
Research Circle; 1991. 

90p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Poems / Tamil 
SHR 639 


Summary of Report of the Working 
Group on Enforced or Involuntary 
Disappearances on visit (7-18 
October) to Sri Lanka. Geneva: UN 
Commmission on Human Rights; 
1991. 

6p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Human Rights / Context of 
Violation in Sri Lanka / Disappearaances / 


Separatism and Armed Struggle / Indo-Sri 
Lanka Agreement / VP / Mass Killings 


SHR 648 


ICVA Recommends to UN 
Commision about Sri Lanka situation. 


Ip. 


DESCRIPTORS: Human Rights Violations / Sri 
Lankan Government / LTTE / Recommenda- 
tioms. 


SHR 642 


Conference- Joint consultation of 
Citizen’s for National Harmony in Sri 
Lanka and Indo-Sri Lanka Friendship 
Society in India. Hong Kong: 1992. 
18p. © 

DESCRIPTORS: Peace initiatives / Colomisa- 


tion / Referendum / Self-Determination / 
Constitution 


GEL 238 
Rajeswari, Balasubramaniam 


Ulagamellam Viabarihal. Madras: 
Neelamalar, 1991. 
200p. . 


DESCRIPTORS: Tamil / Novel 
PC 4532 


Monks fan the flames of Sri Lanka’s 
bloody war. London: The Indepen- 
dent, 7th Feb.1992. 


1p. 
DESCRIPTORS: Buddhist Monk / War / Peace 
Initiatives 


PC 453) 


Biding god’s time at peace among the 
warring ‘Tigers: London: The 
Guardian, 13 Feb. 1992. 

1p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Northern Region / War / 
Killings / Welsh Expatriate 


SHR 653 


Towards a Just Peace: seminar papers. 
London: International Federation of 


Tamils, 15 Feb.1992 


DESCRIPTORS: Tamil Eelam / Political 
Solution / Peace / Self-Determination /LTTE 
/Armed Straggle 


SHR 654 


Sri Lanka Human Rights Situation: 
memorandum prepared on behalf of 
the European NGO Forum on Sri 
Lanka submitted to Forty-Eighth 
session of the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights. 
Geneva: The Country Working Group 
on Sri Lanka, Jan. 1992. 


L6pe 

DESCRIPTORS: Emergency Rule / |)etention / 
Torture / JYP / Arbitrary Killing / ])is- 
appearances / LTTE /Economic Blockade / 
Northeastern Region / Aerial Bombardment / 
Muslims / Refagees / Recommendations. 
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February 1} 


ARMY ATTACKED: An army unit 
emerging out of Vankalai army camp 
in Mannar District was attacked by 
the LTTE. Seven soldiers were killed 
and two injured. 


February 2 


HOMEGUARD EILLED: Ina 
LTTE attack on a house in 
Chavalakadai in Amparai District a 
Home Guard and a civilian were 
killed. 

February 3 


BOAT BLOWN UP: A Sn Lankan 
naval craft hit a sea mine off Elephant 
Pass killing three navy personnel 
including an officer. 


February 4 


POLICE STATION ATTACKED: 
A police station at Nagaella near 
Bibile was attacked at night. Four 
policemen were killed and two 
seriously wounded. The attackers were 
reported to be in army uniform. 


February 5 


PROTEST MARCH: The Jaffna 
Merchants Guild in association with 
several other organisations arranged 
protest marches from several points in 
the Jaffna peninsula which converged 
on the Jaffna Secretariat and handed a 
memorandum to the Government 
Agent protesting army action in the 
North. 


February 6 


MASSACRE OF TAMILS: 
Member of Parliament Navaratnam 
urged the governement to inquire into 
the discovery of 72 bodies of Tamil 
students in a pit in army-occupied 
Mandaitivu island west of Jaffna 
peninsula. 

CAPTAIN KILLED: An army 
Captain and three other soldiers were 
killed and three wounded in a LTTE 
attack at Kokuveli six miles west of 
Vavuniya. 


February 7 
LTTE ATTACK: At Karaitivu in 


Batticaloa District five soldiers were 
killed and 5 injured when the LITE 
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launched a surprise attack. 


LTTE FIGHTERS KILLED:Three 
LTTE fighters were killed in an attack 
on the Special Task Force at 
Batticaloa. 


February 8 


LTTE CAMP DESTROYED: JOC 
says a LTTE camp at Karadiyanaru 
was destroyed and four LTTE cadres 
killed. 

SHOCK KILLS OFFICER: 
Troops situated in Vavuniya fired 
shells into Nochchimodai village in 
the morning. V A Jesuthas(age 52), 
an Officer of the Ceylon Transport . 
Board died of shock resulting from 
the explosions. 


February 9 


ARMY KILL THREE : Three 
persons were shot dead at the 
Periyapalam checkpoint in Trincoma- 
lee, according to a JOC report. 


SHELLING IN JAFFNA: The 
army fired shells from the Palaly camp 
into Kattuvan in Jaffna at Sam for 
more than one hour and people fled 
for cover. Troops stationed at 
Kalmunai while patrolling the sea 
fired shells into East Ariyalai, 
Kolumbuthurai and Maniamthottam 
at 7 am. 


LTTE ATTACK ON TELO:Two 
TELO members Kanapathipillai 
Thayanantham alias Salim and 
Mylvaganam Chandraprakash alias 
Vellian were shot dead by LTTE at 
Arayampathi in the Batticaloa 
District. 

EXAMINATION HALL 
BOMBED: Airforce bombed the 
Government Tamil School at 
Pandivirichan in the Mannar District 
while 225 students were sitting for 
their GCE(O/L) examination. 


February 10 


GUARDPOSTS ATTACKED: Six 
guardposts on the perimeter of the 
Mullaitivu army camp were attacked 
by the LTTE. Eleven soldiers were 
killed and 15 wounded. An officer was 
among those killed. 


COASTAL AREAS ATTACKED: 
Troops fired shells into populated 
areas around the Maviddapuram army 
camp in Jaffna for over one hour from 
12.30 pm. At the same time the Navy 
shelled the sea coast of Mathagal, 
Keerimalai, Thiruvadinilal at 7 am. 


TELO OFFICE ATTACKED: The 
TELO office at Trincomalec was 
attacked at night by 50 armed 
Sinhalese people. TELO member 
Upali in charge of the office at that 
time escaped with cut injuries. He was 
able to identify the leader of the 
attackers. 


February 11 


DINGHY DESTROYED: A 
dinghy two miles north of Valvetti- 
turai was destroyed with its four 
occupants, according to a JOC report. 
Other reports suggest that the navy 
attacked fishing boats and destroyed 
many of them killing Arumaithurai. 
Several other fishermen also were 
reported missing and presumbed to 
have been drawned with their boats. 


SHELL ATTACK ON PEOPLE: 
Army. began shelling populated areas 
of Nayaru, Alambil and Kumulamunai 
from its camp in Kokuthoduvai in the 
early hours of the morning. 


ATTACK ON ARMY AT 
MULLAITIVU: Twenty-five 
soldiers were killed and over 15 
injured when the LTTE attacked an 
army post at Mullaitivu. 


February 12 


INDIAN SHOT: An Indian fishing 
boat was shot at by the Sir Lankan 
navy inside Indian territorial waters. 
One fisherman died and two others 
were injured. 


February 13 


DISAPPEARANCES OF 
TAMILS: EPRLF Secretary General 
K Premachandran wrote to President 
Premadasa informing that of the 9 
Tamils arrested from the Trincomalee 
Clapenbérg refugee camp in January 
only 4 had been released. He also said 
that 39 Tamils arrested on 5 
November 1990 from the same camp 
have disappeared. 


SS 
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SHELL ATTACK ON JAFFNA: 
Jaffna town was shelled from military 
camps. A shell damaged the roof of 
the Jaffna General Hospital. 


February 14 


FARMERS FACE DIFFICUL- 
TIES:Farmers report that they are 
facing extreame difficulty in 
transporting produce out of the 
peninsula. Reports further suggest 
that the JOC was examining ways to 
transport tobacco, bananas and onions 
from Jaffna to the South. 


February 15 


REFUGEES COMPLAIN:Refu- 
gees in Batticaloa complained to the 
Opposition delegation visiting the area 
that food relief provided to them was 
less by 5 kilos than they should 
receive. 


February 16 


LANDING PREVENTED: Troops 
attempted to land on the Jaffna 
peninsula at Kerativu, south of Jaffna 
town, but were repulsed by the LTTE. 


JAFFNA SHELLED AGAIN: 
Nearly sixty shells fired from army 
camps and naval bases rained down 
on Jaffna for about an hour starting at 
3.30 am. 


February 17 


TIGERS KILLED: JOC says Six 
LTTE cadres were killed by the army 
at Idaikadu in Jaffna and another four 
killed in an air attack north of 
Vavuniya. 


AIR RAID IN VAVUNIYA: 
Vilathikulam in Vavuniya District was 
bombed by air force planes. Two men 
and an elderly woman were killed. 


February 18 


COMMANDOS TO CAPTURE 
PRABHAKARAN: Dr Sub- 
ramaniaswamy told Indian journalists 
in Bombay that India should send 
commandos to capture Prabakaran. In 
case the government failed to 
undertake this task, he would consult 
Israeli intelligence agencies about 
such an operation. 


February 19 


LOANS DELAYED TO 
FISHERMEN: The Batticaloa 
Fishermen Co-operative Union has 
expressed dissatisfaction over delay by 
the state banks in providing loans to 
fishermen affected by violence. The 
banks are demanding security which 
the fishermen could ill-afford. 


February 20 


SECURITY STRENGTHENED 
IN PLANTATIONS:Police 
announced that security in the 
plantation areas has been streng- 
thened and that roads to estates will 
be watched throughout the day. 


AIRFORCE DROP WARNING 
LEAFLETS: Sri Lankan Airforce 
dropped thousands of leaflets over the 
Jaffna peninsula warning people 
about military offensive and urging 
them to shelter in temples and 
schools. 


February 21 


TROOPS KILLED BY LAND- 
MINE:Twenty one military personnel 
were killed in a LTTE landmine 
attack at Morawewa near the 
Trincomalee border. Following the 
attack the area was heavily bombed by 
the airforce. 


February 22 


TAMIL STRUGGLE: At a meeting 
held at Deniyaya in the South, MP 
Navaratnam said that the struggle of 
the Tamils was to win their just 
demands and the Sinhalese should not 
fall prey to the false propaganda that 
the Tamil struggle is against the 
Sinhalese. 

February 23 


TAMILS ARRESTED: In a cordon 
and search operation by the army and 
police ten Tamils were arrested at 
Kaluthavalai in Batticaloa District. 


February 24 


CAMPS ATTACKED: The 
Elephant Pass and Poonagari army 
camps were attacked continuously for 
45 minutes by the LTTE. The attacks 
were repulsed, said a JOC report. 


February 25 


ARMY ADVANCE: A column of 
the army with several personnel 


| carriers moved from Vavuniya along 


the Mannar Road towards Mannar 
with air support.The Army says the 
LTTE did not launch any attacks and 
they were able to reach Puvarasanku- 
lam where LTTE hideouts were 
destroyed before returning 10 
Vavuniya, 


February 26 


CONFIDENT OF CONQUEST: 
Military sources announced that the 
army was confident of conquering 
Jaffna with recently acquired military 
hardware of supersonic war planes, 
tanks and long range 130mm guns. 
The Tigers would be driven to the 
forest and become marginalised, they 
say. 

February 27 


NO TAMIL CORONER IN 
BATTICALOA: People expressed 
concern that there is no Births and 
Deaths Registrar and no Tamil 
coroner in Batticaloa. 


February 28 


PEOPLE DIE DUE TO LACK 
OF MEDICINE:Two persons died 
of rabies in Kilinochchi as a result of 
lack of anti-rabies vaccine in the 
hospital. A young teacher died of 
typhoid. at Koyilakandy. 

PROTEST AGAINST CANCEL- 
LATION OF TAMIL PRO- 
GRAMMES: Tourism Minister S 
Thondaman has protested in a letter 
to Sri Lanka Broadcasting Cor- 
poration Chairman over the 
cancellation of Tamil programmes on 
Rupawahini Television without any 
notice to the people. 


February 29 


NO FACILITIES FOR EYE 
DISEASES FOR PEOPLE IN 
BATTICALOA: Batticaloa residents 
with eye diseases complained that they 
have to travel to Kandy, nearly 100 
miles away, as facilities for treatment 
of eye diseases are not available in 
Batticalaa. 
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RIGHTS SITUATION IN 


SRI LANKA :; 


The Statement of the Chairman of the Human 
Rights Commision at the 48th session of the 
Commission on Human Rights 


"T have been requested to make the 
following statement on behalf of the 
Commission: 

The Commission acknowledges the 
measures taken by the government of 
Sri Lanka to address the human rights 
situation throughout the country, 
particularly the establishment of 
institutions and other mechanisms to 
monitor and inquire into reports of 
disappearances and other human 
rights violations, and that these 
measures have led to an improved 
human rights situation for the civilian 
population. 


The Commission welcomes the full 
and valuable cooperation accorded by 
the government of Sri Lanka to the 
Working Group on Enforced or 
Involuntary Disappearances. 


The Commission is, however, 
seriously concerned over the human 
rights situation in Sri Lanka indicated, 
inter alia, in the report of the Working 
Group (E/CN.4/1992/18/Add.1), 
particularly the large number of 
disappearances recorded by the 
Working Group, and concerned that, 
whilst there has been an overall 
decline, incidents of disappearance 
continue to be reported. 


The Commission calls upon the 
government of Sri Lanka to further 
intensify its efforts to ensure the full 
protection of human rights and 
further calls upon all parties to 
respect fully the universally accepted 
rules of humanitarian law. 


The Commission urges the 
government of Sri Lanka to continue 
to pursue a negotiated political 
solution with all parties, based on 
principles of respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, leading to 
a durable peace in the north and east 


of the country. 


The Commission urges the 
government of Sri Lanka to 
implement the recommendations of 
the Working Group, and expresses its 
satisfaction at the willingness of the 
government of Sri Lanka to take the 
necessary steps to implement the 
recommendations of the Working 
Group. 


The Commission welcomes the 
decision of the government of Sri 
Lanka to invite the Working Group 
on Enforced or Involuntary 
Disappearances to again visit Sri 
Lanka for the purpose, wer alz, of 
evaluating the progress of the 
implementation of its recommenda- 
tions during course of 1992. 


The Commission looks forward to 
considering the Working Group’s 
report of its follow-up visit to Sri 
Lanka at the 49th session of the 
Commission on Human Rights. 


It is the wish of the Commission 
that this statement appear verbatim in 
the Report of the 48th session of the 
Commion on Human Rights. " 


ABDUCTION OF 
TAMILS 


The EPRLF in a recent statement 
said that the continued abduction of 
Tamils in the Nuwara Eliya District 
was intended by certain forces to 
create tension among Tamils in the 
area. The group called on the Sri 
Lankan authorities to trace the 
missing persons and put a stop to the 
abductions. 





Following these abductions and the 
establishment of police and army 
posts in plantations people fear that 
disappearances would increase now¢ 


Nedumaran 
advocates 
intensified 
international 
campaign 


INTERNATIONAL opinion is 
important in a people’s struggle for 
self determination and the Tamil 
Information Centre (TIC) which is 
involved in this task must intensify its 
camapaign, said Tamil Nadu politician 
and the leader of the Tamil National 
Movement Mr P Nedumaran at a 
meeting arranged by the TIC at the 
Thamil House. He pointed out that 
India took great care to create 
international opinion during the 
struggle for Bangala Desh indepen- 
dence. 


The media in Tamil Nadu is 
compelled to praise those in power 
and there is no organisation in Tamil 
Nadu with wide media access to tell 
the truth to the Tamil people. 
Respected journalist S Sivanayagam is 
jailed under the Terrorism and 
Disruptive Activities Act and false 
charges have been brought against 
him. 


Former Indian Prime Minister 
Indira-Gandhi followed a firm policy 
in the case of the Eelam Tamils and 
sent senior advisors such as R 
Parthasarathy and P V Narasimha 
Rao to Sri Lanka during the height of 
the 1983 pogrom against the Tamils 
to urge a political solution. When Sri 
Lankan President J R Jayewardene 
failed to protect the Tamils, Indira 
Gandhi came forward to provide 
military training to Tamil youths so 
that they could protect themselves. 
She had intended to take further 
action but was assassinated in 
December 1984. The new Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi however 
adopted completely different policies. 


J R Jayewardene who became 
dominant as a result of thesc policies 
failed to solve the Tamil problem and 
exercised influence over Rajiv Gandhi 
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to such an extent that senior policy 
advisors in Delhi were changed. 

Despite these set backs Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister M G Ramachandran 
tacitly offered support to the Tamil 


The Tamil Nadu government did 
not offer its own proposals to New 
Delhi for the resolution of the Eelam 
Tamil problem. Had this been the 
case the Indian government would 
have considered positively the wishes 
of the 50 milion Tamils and the 
present situation would not have 
arisen. Under the Indian constitution 
the central government has the power 
to remove a State government even if 
such government has a large majority 
in the state assembly. Chief ministers 
fearing to lose their positions have 
failed to adopt a realistic policy in 
relation to the Eelam Tamils. 


Rivalry between the DMK and the 
AIADMK has been the preoccupation 
in Tamil Nadu politics for several 
years and parties have centred their 
activities on retaining power and 
policy objectives have been shelved. 
This attitude is an obstacle for a firm 
policy towards the Eelam Tamil 
problem. Former Chief Minister M 
Karunanidhi said that the Eelam 
Tamils had no protection without the 
LTTE, later acted against the LTTE. 
The present Chief Minister Ms 
Jayalalitha who then opposed moves 
against the LTTE is currently 
following a policy of extreme 
Opposition to the LTTE. From this we 
could understand the state of Tamil 
Nadu politics. 


In this situation Eelam Tamil 
refugees are being forcibly sent back 
and international media personnel are 
not permitted to interview refugees to 
find out their opinion. The United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees has not been consulted in 
this repatriation programme. The 
Eelam Tamils have been subject to 
enormous hardship and they need 
sustained Indian support. Only 
international campaign could bring 
about a change in policy in India as 
prevailed during Indira Gandhi’s 
period¢ 


Joint Statement by NGOs on Sri 
Lanka at the UN Human Rights 
Commissions Sessions 


THE following statement signed by 
25 NGOs was issued during the 
sessions of the Human Rights 
Commission in February: 


“(onan This is why we would like to 
address the next part of our 
intervention to the case of gross 
violations of human rights in Sri 
Lanka on behalf of twenty-five (25) 
NGOs who are joint-signatories of 
this statement. 


Sri Lanka has been ruled under a 
continuing State of Emergency 
declared in May 1983 under which 
many of the basic democratic rights 
and freedoms guaranteed by the 
country’s Constitution have flagrantly 
been violated. Summary executions 
and enforced disappearances have run 
into tens of thousands,and prolonged 
detentions without trial, torture and 
deaths in custody have become 
commonplace. These violations, 
together with callous disregard shown 
for the norms set by international 
human rights and humanitarian law in 
the presently ongoing armed conflict 
between government forces and the 
LTTE, in our view deserve urgent 
consideration and action by this 
Commission. 


Mr. Chairperson, this commission 
has before it the benefit of one of the 
most comprehensive reports (DOC: 
E/CN.4/1992.18.ADD.1) of the 
Working Group on Enforced or 
Involuntary Disappearances. The 
report states, among other things, that 
the case of disappearances in Sri 
Lanka is the worst among 40 odd 
countries, that security forces have 
resorted to the tactic of “exemplary 
killing” to instill fear among the 
people, and that the security forces 
and “death squads” linked with the 
army have been responsible for most 
of the disappearances and killings. 


Mr. Chairperson, while we hold the 
government of Sri Lanka primarily 


responsible for all situations leading 
to human rights violations, as 
defenders of human rights Ict us state 
Our cleaF positions on the violations 
of international humanitarian law by 
unofficial or non-State entities. We 
specifically condemn these violations 
by the JVP in the south and by the 
LTTE in the northeast of the country. 
While the scale of violations by the 
JVPhas decreased recently after the 
capture and murder of its leadership 
by the security forces, we arc not 
unmindful of the continuing violations 
by the LTTE, which include summary 
executions and unacknowledged 
detentions and toture of non- 
combatant civilians belonging to all 
the communities in the northeast. 


Mr. Chairperson, we wish you. to 
take Serious note of the human cost of 
the ongoing armed conflict in the 
northeast between governmcnt forces 
and the LTTE in which thousands of 
civilians, have perished and an 
estimated million people have been 
displaced. Women have suffcred most. 
In this conflict, government forces 
have resorted to a sustained campaign 
of indiscriminate aerial bombardment 
which has resulted in the tremendous 
loss of life and property. A virtual 
economic blockade has been in 
operation since June 1990, depriving 
the people of the north of essential 
supplies including food, medicine and 
fuel. The Working Group noted that 
the Sri Lanka army came back to the 
northeast publicly vowing that the 
same strategy which they followed in 
the south in dealing with the JVP was 
going.to‘be used in the northeast. 
This has-led to mass killings and 
arrests, and to large-scale roundups of 
non-combatant Tamil civilians, 
including those in refugee camps. The 
Working Group has observed that 
many of those taken from rcfugee 
camps have later “disappearcd”’¢ 
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Reporting on Torture - 


‘Lie down beside your son’ 


Murugesu Arasaratnam is a 57 year 
old Tamil from Vidathaltivu in 
Mannar District. He has been a 
hospital attendant for over 20 years. 
His wife died of illness in 1979 and 
the entire burden of bringing up his 
six children rested on him. His eldest 
son Paskaran was arrested by the Sri 
Lankan army in 1985 on allegation 
that he was a member of the LTTE 
and was held at the Pooneryn army 
camp for 7 days during which he was 
subject to assault and other 
brutalities. Paskaran was released 
after showing evidence that he was a 
student of Mahajana College at 
Thelippalai. When he was released he 
was told that he would be shot if he 
has anything to do with LTTE. Soon 
after his release Arasaratnam did not 
want to let his son stay in Sri Lanka. 
He was certain that his son’s life 
would be in danger and arranged for 
him to flee the country. Paskaran is 
now a refugee in Germany. 


Arasaratnam’s second son 
Nagulendran was arrested by the army 
in February 1987 and was held for five 
months at the Boossa detention 
centre in Galle District, 200 miles 
from Mannar. He was also subject to 
torture during his detention. 
Nagulendran was released consequent 
to the signing of the Indo-Sri Lanka 
Peace Accord in July 1987 and he too 
fled to Germany fearing further 
persecution. 


Arasaratnam’s third son Palendran 
was arrested by the army on 26 July 
1990 and detained at the Thallady 
army camp. He was 20 years old at the 
time of arrest. Arasaratnam having 
heard about his son’s arrest went to 
the army camp the following day to 
make inquiries and he was himself 
taken into custody. In his testimony 
Arasaratnam describes the events in 
the camp: 


“I was not shown my son till 31 
July. Soldiers told me that they 
have my son and asked me 
whether I would like to give him 
some water to drink. I agreed 
and they took me to my son. I saw 
my s0n lying naked on the floor 
and resting his head against the 
wall. He had several burn marks 
which appeared to have been 
caused by lighted cigarettes. He 
also had other burn marks which 
appeared to have been the result 
of electric shocks. His hand was 
dangling presumably from a 
fracture. : 


"A soldier came to me and 
asked me to feed him rice. When 
I attempted to feed him, he cried 
oui saying thai if he was fed the 
soldiers would assault him. He 
cried for water but was unable to 
drink it. When I tried to give him 
water for the second time his _ 
head dropped. I realised that my 
son had died. The soldier 
standing by said smiling that my 
son has gone to sleep and asked 
me whether I would like to lie 
down beside him. I declined and 
began to cry as I was certain that 
my son had died. I was taken and 
locked in the adjoining room. I 
heard the room being washed and 
disinfected. 

Another detainee told me that 
my son Palendran’s body had 
been taken out and burned”’. 


Arasaratnam was further detained 
till 4 September 1990 and tortured. 
Arasaratnam describes the torture in 
his testimony: 


“Twas assaulted all over my 
body with blunt weapons that 


resulted in my head and body 
being swollen in most parts. A 
thin cutting instrument was 
inserted into my mouth and 
turned leaving cut marks in my 
mouth and two teeth dislodged. I 
was also.made to lie on my 
stomach on a metal bed pressed 
down and a pan of smouldering 
chillies placed under my face. My 
hands were placed on the metal 
frame of the bed and beaten with 
a plank.. During the first week of 
my detention my hands had been 
tied together with a nylon rope 
and the skin had peeled off on my 
wrists. I was also subject to other 
brutdlities of a nature which I do 
not wish to discuss”’. 


“while I was in detention my 
daughter and others had sought 
help from an American couple 
who were engaged in relicf work 
in our area. On 4th September, I 
was allowed to go with the 
American couple and thcy 
brought me back home in their 
vehicle. Only after I returned 
home my other children and 
others knew what had happened 
to Palendran. The American 
couple photographed my family 
and took me to the Catholic 
priest of Vidathalthivu and made 
him record my story. I feared for 
my life and my other children’s 
lives. I was too old to flee the 
country. There is nothing left for 
me and the time also has come 
for me to part from this world. It 
is only about my children I am 
concerned. I found help from my 
friends and relatives to scnt my 
children away. It is too dangerous 
for them to live here¢ * 
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